
30 MINUTES

Sticks

Brash

What you will need

Dead hedges are piles of branches and twigs arranged to form a

barrier and a great way to dispose of the material created from

thinning or clearing operations in woodlands.   

A dead hedge can be a really useful way of disposing of

awkward garden rubbish.

Using branches in this way is great for wildlife, especially for

small mammals and birds as it gives them somewhere to

shelter, helping to keep them protected from predators and also

from the wind and rain.   

It's also an ecosystem. Your dead hedge may be filled with

dead material but it will soon be colonised by lots of life!

Insects will shelter in the hedge and this will attract birds,

particularly wrens and dunnocks, who are often the first to

appreciate the shelter while dining on these tasty insects.

As the material gradually rots down, it starts to provides a

habitat for beetles and all the creatures that need soft, rotting

wood for a home.

Because you never empty a dead hedge it is undisturbed, it will

help your wild visitors and other residents, while also solving a

waste disposal headache!
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Benefits of a dead hedge...

DEAD HEDGE HABITAT MAKING

Activity Sheets



Keep safe!

Wear safety glasses when moving awkward branches!

Everyone loves to get outside and it's so important for our bodies and our minds, but what about

those people who can’t get outside for themselves, perhaps due to illness or disability? 

It’s important for us to record our outdoor activities and to share these with people who can’t

connect with nature themselves, to let people experience it through our eyes.

Share your pictures or videos of you completing these activities and send them to us

at outsidelivesltd@gmail.com,  we will share them as part of the project. 

You can also share them with us on Twitter @outside_lives #IntoTheWoods

Share your activities with others who can't get outside
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